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Foreword 



the document you hold is, as its 
author proudly but anxiously noted, the first of its kind — the personal mem- 
oir of a law clerk to a member of the Supreme Court of the United States. John 
Frush Knox (1907-1997) served as private secretary and law clerk to Justice 
James C. McReynolds during the October 1936 term of the Court, the year in 
which President Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced legislation that his critics 
correctly pointed out was designed to “pack the Court” with justices who 
would ratify the constitutionality of his New Deal programs. During the pre- 
vious two terms, the Court had invalidated several legislative components of 
the New Deal. After his landslide reelection in 1936, Roosevelt introduced a 
plan which he disingenuously claimed would improve the Court s efficiency 
by expanding its number by one justice for every one then seventy or older; if 
enacted the plan would have increased the Court from nine to fifteen mem- 
bers and assured Roosevelt a friendly majority on most constitutional issues 
raised by the New Deal. McReynolds, age seventy-five, was one of the prime 
targets of the plan. 

Knox kept a daily diary during the term, the extension of a practice he be- 
gan as a lonely high school student before attending the University of Chicago 
(1926-1930, Ph.B.) and the law schools of Northwestern University (1931— 
1934, LL.B.) and Harvard (1934-1936, LL.M.). His experience with McRey- 
nolds seemed alternately to fascinate and terrorize Knox. McReynolds died in 
1946, and Knox finally resolved his ambivalence over recounting his experi- 
ence in early 1952 when he began to convert his diary into a memoir. 1 For the 



1. In a draft introduction to the memoir, Knox revealed that the work began as a thirty-page pa- 
per to be read at a regular meeting of the Chicago Literary Club, but “once the door of memory 



